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MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga —

Former U-2. pllot Francisj

Gary Powers, was grfnted a
divoree here Wednesgay aft-
er testifying that His twife
was an habitual drupk and
was ;"the onlg person who
ever mistreatet me" dufing
his two years in a Russian
prison. ‘ :

i~ Mrs. Barbara Gay Powers,

Suit Filed in August
Lasl August. seven months
after his release; Power
filed - for divorce from his'y
wife of ecight yeatrs. Te §
charged her with habitual §
intoxicatiofl and said she fre- §
quently "cursed and abysed”
him. ’ e .
Powers testified that his
wife sent him sych “cheap” ¥
magazines durifig his im-

28, countered that imprison-
ment had left Powers "void,
of all feeling" except bitter-
ness toward her.

prisonment that he had to,
request other reading mat-
ter

. A jury of 12 married men, ot
awarded Powers the divorce ters from his wife became a,
m

He said the scarclty of let<| -

Gary Powers, the former U
granted a divorce by a jury

DlVORCED;—-Mrs. Barbara Gaz Powers and Francis

in Milledgeville, Ga.

pilot. Powers wos)

UP1 Tslephotos

; : X ‘matter of concern to Ameri-| N
after deliberating.@bout am; -~ e io1q in Moscow and [weré reporters everywhere. I

. :  |couldn't Lreathe or sleep. [
iv;x: got the Russians wof: just shook all the time."
rea. . deevill T | -She sajid when Powers was,
A Mille geville police of-lreleased "he took all his bit-,
ficer, Jimmy Niblett, testh-{terness out on me.” She de-|
fied that he arrested Mrs. nied heing an  excessive
Powers for "drunk driving"|drinker. s !
June 22, 1961 WALl he wants is his,
Mrs. Powers, who had money," Mrs. Powers sobbed.:
filed a countersuit charging| Powers, during four hours
Powers with failing to treatlon the witness stand, was
her like an average Ameri-lasked about his patriotism.

hour. : :
Must Pay $3,500 |
Powers, 33, now a Lock-
heed test pilot ahd resident
of a Burbank (Cal)) apart-
ment hotise, was ordered to
Ipay '$5,000 to Mrs. Powers
and $500 to her attorney. No
proviston was made’ for ali-
mony. ©
" The former spy -pilot
showed; no emotjon -at the
'verdict, Mrs. Powers was not
in the gourtroom. .
Powers, during the. trial
which, opened Tuesday, testi-

fied t‘}ab’\ﬁe went.as long asj

45 days without  letter from
his yyife while in prison.

P ,Tl?gq‘impr§sqqm§11t started
‘Ma‘%_ , 1960, affer Powers'
‘high-flying U-2 was downed
rover- Russia.- He, was sen-
tenced to 10 years "depriva-
tion pof liberty" for. espio-

nage, but was freed 20|
‘months later in a dramatic|

‘exchange for Soviet spy Ru-

|can housewife, testified that| He said he had. never

she had married "for com-{voted and did not know who.
panionship, love and chil-{was the Vice President dur-
dren, but I didn't have theling ‘his imprisonment. yThe'
opportunity for that." confinement, however,

Mrs. Powers, weeping "made me appreciate this
freely, said she didn't know country. quite a bit," he said,
her husband had been mak-|"but it didn't make me ap-
ing U-2 flights over Russia|preciaté may wife.” o
ior the Central Intelligence| -Asked what he thaught of
Agency, and accused him ofithe hardships his wife en-
taking "our future into his|dured to go to Moscow to be
hands withouf; my knowl-|with him at his trial, Pow-
edge." IR ‘lers replied, "Why, I'l bet

After Powers was cap-there were 5,000 people here

.dolph Abel.

tured, she said, "the phonejin Milledgeville who woulgy
kang constantly and there|have enjoyed the trip.”

Approved For Release 1999/09/17 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000400090021-2



